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The new buildings are finally 
coming to life this December 
after years of anticipation and 

months of pushed back deadlines. 
The classrooms are projected to be 
completed sometime before finals 
week. 

“We’ll be moving boxes and 
things in during finals week in De-
cember,” said Biology teacher Jason 
Dries. 

 The rooms are expected to be 
fully accessible on Jan. 7, as stated by 
Principal Ginny Davis.

After the long wait, many stu-
dents look forward to having class in 
the new buildings.

“I’ve been waiting for it because 
I thought it wouldn’t be finished until 
after I graduated... I can’t wait!” ex-
claimed senior An Truong.

The new buildings will offer a 
total of nine new classrooms that stu-
dents and staff will occupy.

“There are four new science 
classrooms, two special education 

New buildings to be completed before finals
By Henry Zheng

classrooms and three general educa-
tion classrooms. Plus, new restrooms 
for both staff and students,” stated 
Ms. Davis. 

Along with being spacious, the 
buildings also provide something that 
the Pirates here are not used to. 

“The science building is a single 
level, the other building is two sto-
ries,” stated Ms. Davis. 

It will be the first time in our 
school’s history where a two-story 
building will be used for classes. 

These buildings will allow for 
better access to science classes, as 
opposed to the D-building classes 
that are difficult to get to as people 
jostle around to get out of the halls. 

“I always had trouble pushing 
through (the crowd) in the hallways,” 
stated An. 

However, as grand as they are, 
many are criticizing the new build-
ings, stating how its colors do not 
fit in with the school’s signature ma-
roon, white and black. 

“They really need to change the 
colors. It just does not fit,” expressed 
senior Aaron Jiang. 

Others also believe that the 
buildings are pretty, but clash with 
Piedmont Hill’s signature “old look,” 
which the buildings’ modernist archi-
tecture does not encompass. 

Still, some students are mad at 
the construction workers on how they 
have pushed back many deadlines.

When asked whether weather or 
the wildfires had affected the build-
ings’ progressed, Ms. Davis replied, 
“Not at all.”  

Despite all the comments, the 
majority seems to appreciate how the 
buildings have added a new dimen-
sion to our school, adding that they 
are thankful for how diligent the con-
struction workers have been in their 
work. From the terrible air quality to 
the rain, they seemed to have worked 
through it all.  ♦

On Sat., Dec. 8, Math Team 
Advisors Stewart Kuang and 
Rey Enriquez accompanied 

Math Team Co-captain Sophia Xiao 
and member Asher Twu to the Senior 
Math Olympiad at Valley Christian 
High School, a fierce math competi-
tion among the top 12th grade stu-
dents from Santa Clara Valley high 
schools. Sophia placed first in the di-
vision and fourth overall, and Asher 
placed fifth in the division.

Each school was placed into one 
of two divisions, and the contestants 
of each school competed only against 
contestants in the same division. Cur-
rently, Piedmont Hills is in the sec-
ond division of the competition.

“It was really unexpected. I 
usually get really nervous before the 
competition, and it was a big surprise 
that we beat out contestants from big 
schools such as Lynbrook, Evergreen 
and Valley Christian,” stated Sophia 
after the competition. 

The competition had questions 
on Algebra, Geometry, Pre-calculus 
and even famous mathematicians and 

their achievements.
“This event is really just an-

other way for me to pursue math out-
side school not just restricted by the 
schools’ classes that are offered and 
stuff like that,” said Sophia.

The context the problems are 
put in are often confusing, and many 
require knowledge of specific theo-
rems and formulas. As a result, Asher 
and Sophia spent hours training for 
the event. 

“I didn’t really want to join; So-
phia just forced me to join. But seri-
ously, I really enjoy doing math and 
it’s just another way for me to get 
recognition for something I love,” 
said Asher.                      

Math Team Co-Captain Anne 
Ouyang was also invited to the event, 
but couldn’t make it due to another 
coding competition on the same day. 

The Senior Math Olympiad is 
not only a math competition, but also 
a bonding event that allows students 
who are interested in math to get to 
know one another and compete for 
something that they love.  ♦

By David Shih
Math Team calculates their win

PHHS’ vocal jazz group,
the Treblemakers, serenaded 
NASA employees with Christ-

mas Jazz at the NASA Ames Re-
search Center on Sat., Dec. 8.

Treblemaker alumni Marga-
ret Levithan’s dad, who works for 
NASA, invited the jazz cappella 
group to perform for their Christmas 
party, according to Conductor Myles 
Ellis.

“It was really fun. We were able 
to draw considerably large crowds 
and spread some holiday cheer! We 
also got free food and merch from 
NASA,” said soprano Lilly Liu.

With songs like “Carol of the 
Bell,” “We Wish You a Merry Christ-
mas” and “Jingle Bells,” the group of 
19 continued their tradition of sing-
ing Christmas songs at the staff’s 
Christmas Party. The group also sang 
“Voice Dance” and “Bumble Bee,” 
which featured soloists Lilly, Amy 
Dao and Jeremiah Porda.

“The solo went really smoothly! 
People seemed to enjoy having solo-
ists and hearing our unique voices,” 
said Lilly.

The group sang four times at the 

party and even had time in between 
performances to enjoy the huge 
Christmas party.

“It wasn’t like a concert at all. It 
was more like a Treblemakers bond-
ing. The last time we performed was 
the best out of all the four times, 
because we listened to each other 
better, and we knew how to start off 
and what the tempo was in the begin-
ning instead of rushing all the way 
through,” explained tenor Baron Lee. 

The Treblemakers last per-
formed at NASA back in 2015, so 
this is the first time the current mem-
bers will perform there. While the 
short preparation time and special 
audience was a source of anxiety for 
some members, senior Samuel Dai 
felt the group delivered a strong per-
formance.

“The jitters are always hard to 
ignore in the beginning but the group 
is like a family, and we rely on each 
other during performances. Even 
though singing in front of strang-
ers can be terrifying, we get assur-
ance knowing we have each other’s 
backs,” explained Samuel.

The Treblemakers prepared for 

Treblemakers bring Christmas jazz to NASA party
By Sophia Xiao and Rex Ly

HO HO HO! The Treblemakers posed with Santa at the NASA  Ames Research Center Christ-
mas Party.
this performance as well as for the 
winter choir concert, “Snow Bet-
ter Place to Be,” through rehearsals 
three times a week during Lunch and 
Wednesdays before school. 

“The students are hardworking, 
and we treat this like a professional 
job,” said Mr. Ellis.

The members love singing and 
are dedicated to the group. For them, 

singing is a form of expression and 
gives them a sense of community.

“I just feel like I can portray my 
emotions better through singing,” ex-
pressed Baron.  ♦

COURTESY OF NASA

HENRY ZHENG

FINALLY! The science buildings are near the end of construction after five months of delays.

CONGRATS! The top competitiors show off their medals and 
trophies.

COURTESY OF REY ENRIQUEZ



Drama reigns in holiday spirit with their Winter Showcase
By Harleen Kaur and Christine Do

The PHHS Advanced Drama class held its 
annual winter showcase on Fri., Dec. 7 
in the L-Building. 

“Part of learning about theater is learning 
how to produce theater, so it’s important for 
actors to learn about the whole process. The 
drama showcase gives them a chance to direct, 
work on light design, costume design and all the 
facets of what it means to produce theater,” said 
the drama teacher Anna Woods.

In this play titled The Elf on the Shelf Must 
Die, parents surprised twins Sammy and Luke 
with an Elf on the Shelf toy named Pip that 
would report their actions to Santa and decide 
whether they were on the naughty or nice list. 
In an attempt to keep Pip quiet, Sammy acci-
dentally kills the elf and embarks on a journey 
with Luke and Benny to return the dead elf to 
Walmart. The play was performed during 4th to 
7th period.

“This is an opportunity for those Advanced 
Drama students who do not participate in the 
play or musical to showcase their talents on 
stage,” commented a member of the costume 
crew junior Amanda Gill.

Unlike previous years, the showcase script 
was not made by the Advanced Drama students 
themselves; instead, they bought the script from 
a publisher. Going through a dozen scripts, the 
drama crew finally found one that they thought 

would be able to spread the Christmas spirit.
“We spent two hours going through scripts 

till we found this one which made us all laugh, 
and we decided this was the perfect script,” said 
Lights and Sounds Director Chris Nguyen. 

Countless hours and weeks were spent on 
the preparation of this show, from finding cos-
tumes that fit the story to the delivery of the 
performance itself. The drama students have 
worked hard in directing and practicing for this 
performance.

“We had to run around Walmart for three 
hours to look for costumes that are affordable 
and fit production,” stated Amanda.

The audience thoroughly enjoyed the play, 
clapping and gasping along as the kids fight the 
elves.

“I was surprised when they threw Pip’s 
body around as if she were actually dead,” said 
junior Nghi Nguyen.

For this showcase, the Drama Dept. and 
Insane Ink teamed up to put on an evening per-
formance called Winterfest, withother Christ-
mas festivities such as face painting, family 
games and handing out hot chocolate.

“It’s a chance for the parents of the stu-
dents to come and enjoy the performance since 
many cannot make it to the morning perfor-
mance,” stated Ms. Woods.

The Drama Dept. hoped to bring some 

cheer and joy into Piedmont Hills before finals 
came along.

“We hope that everyone comes out to the 
morning performance or the evening show to 

kick off the holiday season. It’s our way of say-
ing ‘Happy Holidays,’” said Ms. Woods.  ♦

INFILTRATED! Advanced Drama students act out a break-in scene at Walmart.

Music Dept. students performed their 
winter concert “Winter in Bach” in 
the L-Building last Wednesday. 

“I’m excited about this performance be-
cause it’ll be my last winter concert here, so I 
want to make it the best,” said Symphony Or-
chestra Concertmaster Kevin Su.

The performance happened last Wednes-
day on the week before finals, giving students 
and audience members a festive feel for Christ-
mas instead of a season filled with workload 
and stress. 

“We have practiced arduously these past 
few months to better the pieces that we are 
performing, so I hope people will come to the 
concert despite it being on a Wednesday,” said 
Symphony Orchestra violinist Asher Twu. 

Once audience members filled the seats in 
the building, the performance began. As usual, 
the String Orchestra started off with the grand 
opening, performing pieces “Allegro” from 
Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, “K.V 525” by W. A. 
Mozart, “Waltz” from “Serenade,” “Op. 48” 
by P. I. Tchaikovsky, “The Dargason From St. 
Paul’s Suite” by Gustav Holst and “Jingle Bells 
Hoedown” arranged by Robert Kerr.

Concert Band was next to perform with 
pieces “Marche Des Parachutiste Belges” by 
Pierre Leemans, “Greensleeves” arranged by 
Alfred Reed and “The Most Wonderful Time of 
the Year” by Eddie Pola and George Wyle, ar-
ranged by John Moss.

Symphony Orchestra performed next after 
intermission was over with wintery pieces titled 
“Danse Slave” by Emmanuel Chabrier, “Ada-
gio” from “Symphony in C” by Georges Bizet, 
“Overture to Egmont,” “Op. 84” by Ludwig van 
Beethoven and “Trepak” from “The Nutcrack-
er” by P. I. Tchaikovsky. 

The last to perform on stage was Wind 
Ensemble. To finish off the winter concert, they 
performed various pieces titled “Rumble on the 
High Plains” by Michael Sweeney, “Wachet 
Auf” by J. S. Bach with the arrangement of 
Alfred Reed and “Sleigh Ride” by Leroy An-
derson.

With these different groups performing on-
stage, the annual winter concert closed off with  
high expectations within the Music Dept. Over-
all, the winter concert was a treat to people who 
attended the festive event. 

Many performers from Symphony Or-
chestra and Wind Ensemble are now looking 
forward to their performance in Disneyland 
next year.

“Disneyland is definitely the most exciting 
upcoming performance. It’s the biggest perfor-
mance we have and it only (happens) every oth-
er year,” explained Symphony Orchestra viola 
player Tiffany Nguyen. 

The Music Dept. will be hosting their next 
performance soon and believe they can improve 
more as the year goes on.  ♦

Choir performs annual winter concert

HARLEEN KAUR

DREW OLAVIANO

FORTISSIMO! Concert Band performs their festive tunes for the night.

Winter is Bach for Instrumental Students
By Drew OlavianoBy Janelle Perez

The annual winter choir concert was held 
last Friday in the L-Building. The free 
concert featured PHHS Varsity Choir, 

Concert Choir and vocal jazz group The Treble-
makers.

The concert focused around holiday music 
and included Christmas classics such as “Deck 
the Halls” and “Sleigh Ride,” which are per-
formed every year. The groups started rehearse-
ing right after their previous fall concert in order 
to perfect their performance.

Focusing on pieces they have learned 
throughout the semester, the choir groups brought 
holiday cheer to the stage. Varsity choir opened 
the concert singing “Firefly Darkness,” followed 
by “O Vos Omnes,” “The Bells” and “Sleigh 
Ride,” which was a combined performance with 
concert choir. 

“‘Firefly Darkness’ was my favorite song to 
sing because it’s very joyful and adventurous,” 
said junior Kaitlyn Nguyen. 

The singers spent time rehearsing their 
songs and memorizing their parts.

Vocal jazz group, The Treblemakers, per-
formed after Varsity Choir, singing “Bumble-
bee,” “Voice Dance” and “Christmas Jazz.” 

“‘Bumblebee’ has three solos, which I was a 
part of, and I enjoyed singing that the most,” said 
Concert Choir member Jeremiah Porda.

Along with “Deck the Halls” and “Sleigh 
Ride,” the group also performed “Where I Send 

Thee,” “O Magnum,” “Mysterium” and “Cacti-
cum Novum.”

Concert Choir followed The Treblemakers 
in bringing holiday cheer through their strong vo-
cals and special dance number. 

 “I was most excited to sing ‘Hela Rotan.’ 
Since we are dancing and moving around during 
it, I think it adds to the song perfectly,” expressed 
Concert Choir member Lourdes Sandoval.  

Concert Choir closed the concert, making 
their last school performance of the semester a 
success.

Friends and family came out to show sup-
port for the PHHS choir groups and enjoyed holi-
day treats and performances by the different choir 
groups.

Along with great music and performances 
by PHHS choir and The Treblemakers, hot choc-
olate was provided by Insane Ink, in order to con-
tribute to the holiday spirit and warmth. 

 “I think the concert is a great way to relax 
before finals and a great way to start the holiday 
season. It was my first time attending a choir con-
cert and I loved it!” exclaimed senior Samantha 
Alderete. 

The music brought an early feel of the holi-
days to campus and showcased the hard work and 
talent of our fellow PHHS choir groups.

Choir is anticipated to have their annual 
concert in the spring semester with beaming mu-
sic to be sung.  ♦ 

SING! Concert Choir performs for students as practice before the official show.

MEGAN LASER



Double dipping, verb. “Going to one 
community service event for two clubs 
for double the community service 

hours.” For example, “Oh man I double dipped 
at Turkey Trot for Interact and Key Club, so I 
got ten hours instead of just five!”

At first glance, many would say this is a 
good idea for staying active for those two clubs 
they genuinely enjoy. It’s a way to amass those 
service hours needed for your college or NHS 
(National Honor Society) application. But let’s 
be real; it’s not service. It’s cheating the system.

This problem traces back to what some 
people define community service to be. To 
many, it’s just something you should do to look 
good on your college apps. But to others, ser-
vice is about helping the community, chang-
ing the world and doing what they love.

“Service to me means lending a 
helping hand and giving back to 
the community whether that be 
helping at a race or helping clean-
up at a park or creek,” comments 
Key Club Lieutenant Governor 
Sabrina Huynh.

So why don’t clubs take ac-
tion? My first guess would be that ev-
ery club wants more active members and some 
clubs even have hour goals. 

“Piedmont Hills Key Club (has)… an am-
biguous goal to serve 9,500 hours by April,” 
says Sabrina.

With these hour goals in mind, clubs want 
members to go, even if they double dip. Some 
don’t check for these double dipping instances. 

“We look at all the (events) a student went 
to and tabulate all the hours for it. We do not go 
and double check if they got hours for multiple 
clubs,” says former CSF advisor Peggy Lee.

Double dipping: cheating or cheating?
By Victor Xie

Another reason for double dipping may be 
because students don’t even know that it’s mor-
ally wrong. 

“I don’t think double dipping has been 
defined by all the clubs so members (may not) 
know the consequences of it,” Sabrina points 
out. 

These goals and laissez-faire attitudes may 
seem like a good excuse at the moment. How-
ever, this only invites members to continue 

double dipping and receive more hours 
than they deserve without any con-

sequence.
In addition, I believe the 

school doesn’t take action be-
cause they have no idea how to 

solve this issue. Making hour verifi-
cation mandatory gives all community 

service clubs grief and adds on to the aw-
ful mile-long list of ASB forms to fill 
out. It would also take an excruciat-
ingly long time for NHS advisors to 
confirm that every community service 
event was not double dipped by a stu-
dent.

Time spent doing community ser-
vice should be fun and inspiring, not just 

another extracurricular to do for college. If 
students genuinely enjoy the clubs they are in, 
they should feel passionate enough to be active 
in them, without cheating. 

“If you only care about the hours, you miss 
out on so much more. Clubs have so much to 
offer on this campus than just numbers on an 
application,” says Red Cross President Vivian 
Lin.

At the end of the day, hours are just num-
bers. Passion to help the community is some-
thing much more meaningful.  ♦

Study, study, study is all that is on the 
minds of high school students this time of 
year. Late work is being done just before 

it’s too late, and the stress that comes with finals 
is just another reminder to seniors that we’re 
getting even older. 

Students already have a latte on their mind 
with finals just around the corner and you’ll be-
gin to find them grinding through their studies 
in Starbucks stores using the free wifi provided.

With the sound of the blender creating an-
other frappuccino, the espresso machine pull-
ing shots and baristas shaking the shakers like 
bartenders, it gets harder and harder to focus on 
studying. The smell of the freshly brewed cof-
fee and the familiar smells of peppermint and 
chocolate surround the store and compel you to 
get up and buy a cup of coffee. So why continue 
to procrastinate studying when you can procaf-
feinate with these holiday favorites?

PM (Peppermint Mocha)
What says Christmas more than the clas-

sic combination of peppermint and chocolate 
together, from peppermint bark to Starbucks’ 
popular PM. The PM includes pumps from both 
Peppermint syrup and Mocha sauce, mixed with 
espresso shots and steamed milk and topped 
with whipped cream and dark chocolate curls.

The drink can come as an iced drink, a hot 
espresso drink or a blended frappuccino. The 
drink is most commonly bought either iced or 

as a frappuccino, but nonetheless the flavors all 
come well together in this holiday beverage. 

When making the frappuccino, baristas 
have to put whipped cream at the bottom of the 
cup, as well as on top. Calories stack up easy 
with this holiday drink. Still, this drink remains 
one of my favorite holiday drinks. 
In my opinion, I’d drink this cof-
fee as an iced coffee. 

Although the hot drink pro-
vides the common warmth asso-
ciated with winter and hot drinks, 
I feel like I get more flavors when 
I drink it iced. In 
my coffee, I 
typically order 
it with half the 
amount of syr-
up and an extra 
shot of espres-
so for that cof-
fee flavor. And 
as always, no 
whipped cream in 
my coffees. 

Rate: 7.5/10

PWM (Peppermint White Mocha)
The PWM is a sweeter twist to the PM. 

The PWM is made with White Mocha sauce 
and Peppermint syrup, mixed with espresso and 
steamed milk and topped with whipped cream 

and dark chocolate curls. The drink can come as 
an iced drink, a hot coffee beverage or a blended 
frappuccino. 

The same way it does with the PM, 
whipped cream is put at the bottom of the PWM 
Frappuccino. This is my usual go to drink, and 

I usually order it as a small frappuc-
cino. 

I get it with no whipped 
cream and  lightly sprinkled with 
dark chocolate curls. Again, it’s 
too sweet to drink with the regu-
lar amount of syrup, so I order it 

with half the amount 
of pumps. If not 
a frappuccino, I 
get it as an iced 
drink with light 
ice, an extra shot 
and no whipped 
cream.

Rate: 8.5/10

          EL (Eggnog 
Latte)

Eggnog is already a 
popular holiday drink that people 

think of when it comes to a Christmas-themed 
drink. This Starbucks inspired drink is the sim-
plest to make, yet all the flavors inside of it is 
what keeps customers coming back for more. 

The EL is made with espresso shots and 

Holiday drinks to light up your Christmas
By an Anonymous Barista

steamed eggnog and is topped with nutmeg 
powder. It comes as an iced drink, a hot espres-
so coffee and even a frappuccino if you really 
wanted it to be. The drink is most popular as 
a hot espresso drink, and often times custom-
ers will ask for extra nutmeg powder or even 
whipped cream to make the already sweet drink 
even sweeter. 

GL (Gingerbread Latte)
Gingerbread cookies are a classic Christ-

mas cookie, and the GL is a classic Christmas 
coffee. The GL is a sweet yet slightly tinted with 
spice Gingerbread syrup, mixed with espresso 
shots, steamed eggnog, and topped off with 
whipped cream and nutmeg powder. 

The drink is offered as an iced drink, a hot 
espresso coffee and a blended frappuccino (both 
with coffee and without coffee). All the different 
components mix together to create what seems 
like you’re drinking a liquified gingerbread 
cookie, bringing you into the holiday spirit as 
winter approaches.

When studying, just remember that after 
finals comes the holidays. Try not to completely 
dedicate your time to studying and find time to 
reflect on and take care of yourself. Meditate 
when it gets too stressful and take a second to 
breathe. Take a break, drink a cup of coffee and 
eat a snack.

Happy holidays from your local barista 
and good luck on your finals this year!  ♦

Preparing for college is a huge stressor. Picking your career path, choos-
ing your college and then working hard to get in is exhausting. Let’s add some 
peer and parental pressure to the mix just to make things even more difficult. 
Although it is normal to feel overwhelmed, I think it’s important to divide our 
worries into two categories: things we have control over and things we don’t. 
Focus your energy on the areas where you do have some control. You don’t 
have to have it all figured out. Be gentle with yourself and remember that you 
can still get to your destination no matter which path you take.  

A

Just like physical pain, emotional pain is not something we can always talk 
ourselves out of! It’s easy to become self-critical after being rejected. Do your 
best to remember all the positive qualities you possess and write a list of all the 
reasons you are worthy of love and acceptance. Surround yourself with your 
loved ones who already know how wonderful you are. My guess is that in a few 
years, you might even wonder what you saw in him in the first place!  

A
Q

Q

Disrespect of Journalism newspapers: the issue
By Rose Lu

It’s the time after distribution, where all the 
journalism staff goes out and delivers pa-
pers. Already, there are papers scattered on 

the floor, papers being thrown in the trash can—
not even being properly recycled. 

“Personally I feel offended because the 
journalism class always works hard on the 
newspaper and it’s being undistributed or mis-
handled,” says Layout Team Member Nghi 
Nguyen. 

At the beginning of every issue, the entire 
staff gets together to brainstorm potential story 
ideas, the theme of the newspaper and even the 
centerspread to make it enjoyable and relevant 
to current events within our school. Afterward, 
everyone within the staff writes a story for the 
paper, which is revised over and over again by 
the editors. Even the photographs and graph-

ics are revised thoroughly, to make sure that 
the newspaper is relevant to the events 
happening around the school. 
Then after-school layout hap-
pens, where the layout team, 
editors and everyone else 
works together to make sure 
the placement of the stories are 
perfect, that the stories align and 
match with the pictures. 

“I spent around twelve hours 
on the November Issue designing 
only two pages alone,” reminisc-
es Design Editor Victor Xie. 

“I wish that they would just 
read it,” says Photographer Lawrence 
Pei. 

The newspaper is for reading—not 

for turning into paper hats, dumping it on the 
ground right next to the recycling 
bin or throwing it away in the trash, 

especially at someone else’s 
expense. It can be frustrat-
ing when people don’t take 
responsibility for their ac-
tions, such as dumping the 
newspaper on the ground. 

If you don’t want to read the 
newspaper, there’s a choice to 
leave it in the classroom, but if 
you’re going to throw it away, at 
least recycle it and do it in a way 

so that other people like our janitors 
don’t clean up after you. 

We try our best to avoid factual errors, 
but if there’s an issue with the spelling of some-

one’s name or any article, there’s a reason for 
the retractions feature. Send a message to any of 
the staff, and it will be clarified. This doesn’t ap-
ply to everyone, but there have been instances 
of angry messages directed towards some of 
these mistakes in the newspaper.

I didn’t have an issue with all this chaos 
before I joined Journalism, because I never saw 
nor understood how much work gets put into 
the newspaper for every issue. After working on 
just two issues and seeing my work along with 
all the other staffs’ work being disregarded, ig-
nored and being nonexistent to some people, I 
can finally understand why this is an issue. 

Don’t take the newspaper and the events 
for granted. High school lasts for only four 
years. Make the most of it and more impor-
tantly, be respectful.  ♦

SARAH SHAFEEN

A boy has recently broken my heart by not liking me back. How can I recover 
from feeling this way? :(

How do I deal with my anxiety about college?

ROSE LU

MEGAN LASER AND 
JUSTIN WANG

NOTE: If you are feeling suicidal or are in crisis, please reach out to a teacher or another 
trusted adult. Appointments to speak with the school social worker can be made on our 
school website under “Student Support Center.”  ♦



“What’s your New Year’s Resolution?”

“To have better boundaries 
and be meaner to students”

-Ms. Lee

“Make new friends and have 
new experiences.” 

-Yenvy Truong (10)

“To be a better person.”
-Paul Vo (9)

“To watch every GOT7 
video.”

-Samuel Dai (12)

SCAN ME!

“To start caring more.”
-Stacey Thai (12)

“To do better in school and go 
out with my friends more.”

-Chrstina Tran (10)

“To be the best Twitch 
streamer in the world!”

-Andy Ho (11)

“To drink more water.”
-Cindy Do (9)

While San Jose is not known for its traditional 
white winters and the many activities that go 
with that, there are many other fun things to 

help you enjoy the holidays. Here are five ways to 
have a blast this winter without leaving the city.

1. Visit downtown. Downtown San Jose has 
many fun activities just for the holidays. Go ice 
skating at the Circle of Palms Plaza and grab some 
steaming hot chocolate when you finish. Visit 
the annual Christmas in the Park at the Plaza 
de Cesar Chavez to admire the musical and 
animated exhibits, glittering lights and the 60-
foot Community Giving Tree. Or you can go to 
the Winter Wonderland, consisting of carnival 
rides, food, games and more sprawled across 
Park Avenue.

2. Stay inside. Who says you have to go 
outside this winter? Enjoy the great indoors by cozying 
up in front of an roaring fire and watching the flames, 
wearing fuzzy slippers at home, curling up under a blan-
ket with a good book, wearing flannel pajamas, shopping 
after-Christmas sales (online, in your PJs) or completing 
a jigsaw puzzle. You can successfully avoid the outside 
world but still get into the holiday spirit with these win-
tery things that can be done from the comfort of your own 

home.
3. Decorate your house. The holidays are an aes-

thetic. Get in the spirit and have some fun by setting up 
ornaments, twinkle lights, wreaths, paper snowflakes, 
pine cones and anything that goes with your theme. This 
can also be a fun family activity. Do not be afraid to try 
something new or make something yourself. Make your 
home feel warm, cozy and inviting so you’ll have the per-

fect place to relax when the cold weather arrives.
4. Bake. There are many fun and festive 

foods that are easy to bake and share with 
loved ones. This year, bake cookies, pies 
and cinnamon rolls. If you are up for a 
challenge, try to bake and decorate a gin-

gerbread house. These toasty foods will help 
keep you warm and spread the holiday cheer.
5. Just Because. Finally, some extra things 

you can do this season are mail a handwritten card to an 
old friend; cup a steaming mug in your hands on a cold 
day; donate food, toys or clothing to a local charity; wear 
something red; go on a hike; help clean up trash around 
parks; volunteer at a soup kitchen.

The holidays are a stressful time for many, but these 
activities are a great way to just relax and enjoy your holi-
days with friends and family!  ♦

5 things to do this winter

Walking in a Winter Wonder Legend

By Sarah Shafaeen

Looking for a more perfect way to unwind 
and relax after taking your finals? If so, 
The Legend has some suggestions for fes-

tive movies to watch to get into the Christmas 
mood.

If you want a good laugh while soaking in 
the jolly feeling here are some comedic Christmas 
flicks.

Elf
One of Santa’s elves learns that he is actu-

ally human and decides to make a voyage to NYC 
where he struggles to fit in with the humans.

The Santa Clause
An ordinary dad accidentally makes 

Santa fall of his roof, so now he takes it 
upon himself to deliver gifts and become 
the new Santa.

Home Alone (2 and 3 included)
Kevin’s family leaves 

him home alone when they 
leave for a Christmas vaca-

tion. Kevin has to protect his 
home and fend off the Sticky Ban-

dits. What type of family leaves the 
same kid home alone three times?

National Lampoon’s Christ-
mas Vacation

  Clark Griswold has some 
very bad luck but tries to make up 
for it by holding some 

Christmas activities with all of his family.
 If you love sappy Christmas romance sto-

ries, don’t fret: we also have a few recommenda-
tions.

The Holiday
Two women switch homes after meeting on-

line on a home exchange website where they real-
ize the life they live is not the one they want. They 
stir up new romance in their new homes.

The Holiday Calendar 
A Netflix original, where a photographer 

finds an antique advent calendar that predicts a 
new romance. 

These are some Christmas Classics that you 
should watch with your younger siblings or cous-
ins to get them in the Christmas Spirit.

The Muppets Christmas Carol
It’s the story of Ghosts of Christmas Past, 

Present and Future teaching a lesson to Scrooge, 
but this time less scary and with your favorite 
Muppets character.

Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer (1964)
The original adaptation of a special reindeer 

who was bullied all his life for his shiny bright 
red nose but was finally accepted and appreciated 
for who he was, once Santa specially asked for 
his help.

How the Grinch Stole Christmas (1967)
If you don’t want to spend money and watch 

the new adaptation in theaters, I recommend re-
visiting this classic tale of a Grinch who learns the 
true spirit of Christmas after trying to ruin Christ-
mas for the civilians for Who Ville.

The Nightmare Before Christmas
Why not combine everyone’s 

two favorite holidays of Christmas 
and Halloween into one movie? 
Well this classic can be watched 
year-round where the king of Hal-
loween town, Jack Skellington 
accidentally finds Christ-
mas town and tries to 
bring  their Christmas to 
Halloween Town.  ♦

Seasonal film favorites
By Harleen Kaur

“To get into a good college 
and begin having a good life.”

-Lilly Liu (12)

“To be 6’3” by the end of 
the year.”

-James Savella (11)

“To do better in school and 
make everyone happy.”

-Ethan “Eto” Nguyen (10)

“To actually get some re-
ally good sleep.”
-Justin Dong (11)

A multitude of holidays are celebrated in 
winter in different regions. Each holiday 
has their own purpose, traditions 

and festivities. 
HANUKKAH 
Hanukkah, also known as the Fes-

tival of Lights, is a Jewish holiday. For 
eight days each November or December, 
they light a special candle holder called a 
Menorah to remember an ancient miracle 

when one day’s worth of oil burned for 
eight days in the Holy Temple. During 
this holiday, many eat latkes or special 
potato pancakes, sing songs and spin 
the dreidel, a top, to win chocolate 

coins, nuts or raisins. 
THREE KINGS DAY
At the end of the Twelve 

Days of Christmas comes the 
Epiphany or Three Kings Day 
on Jan. 6. This holiday is celebrated 
in Spain, Latin America and across 

the US by 

Latinos as the day the Three Kings first saw baby 
Jesus and brought him gifts. On this day in Spain, 

many children receive their presents. 
In Puerto Rico, before children go to 
sleep on Jan. 5, parents leave a box 
with hay under their beds so the 

kings will leave good presents. In 
France, a delicious King cake is baked 
where a coin, jewel or little toy will be hid-
den inside.

KWANZAA
Kwanzaa, which means “First Fruits,” is 

based on ancient African harvest festivals, 
celebrating ideals such as family life 
and unity. It is a celebration held in 

the US and in other nations of Af-
rican diaspora in the Americas. It 
is observed from Dec. 26 to Jan. 

1. Millions of African Americans 
dress in special clothes, decorate 

their homes with fruits and vegetables, 
and light a candle holder called a kinara.

LUNAR NEW YEAR
This holiday falls on different dates each 

year between Jan. 21 and Feb. 20, celebrated 
in many Asian countries such as 

China, Korea, 

Holidays around the world
By Devonna Dang

Compiled by Victor Xie

The evolution of toys
By Justin Wang

The toy   it can just be something given to chil-
dren on Christmas time, or it can be a reflection of 
the root desires of the human mind: the desire to 

be entertained. How we fulfill that desire is shown in how 
children play with and remember toys.

With new technological advancements like the inter-
net, the toys children play with have changed, 
as kids seem to be gravitating towards toys 
that require less imagination than others. 
This reflects an overall desire for con-
venience over quality.

To try to see if that patterns 
holds true for students here at 
PHHS, I conducted interviews, 
asking people what toys they 
played with or owned.

“I had a Buzz Lightyear, 
Legos, and stuffed animals. 
Beyblade (a spinning top toy), I 
had a lot of,” said junior Matthew 
Cruz. He didn’t have many other memories of toys from 
his childhood.

For the most part Matthew exemplified how chil-
dren had a lot of toys mostly from large franchises like 
Lego or Beyblade, but had little interest elsewhere. This 
trend held true for others as well.

“I played with Beyblades, B-Daman, and Baku-

gan (a toy and card game). I’ve had a slinky, but 
I wouldn’t really consider it a toy, really; I just kind of 
tangled it and like left it alone,” said junior Justin Hong.

Beyblade, Bakugan and Legos are all toys which 
don’t often involve imagining or interacting with a char-

acter, examples of choosing convenience 
over other 

Personally, I watched a lot of 
YouTube and played a lot of games so 

I went with the more convenient form of 
play, one that takes less imagination 

and physical effort.
Convenience dominates our 

lives, and even now it is harm-
ing us. When we fail to change 

insecure passwords or simply gloss 
over the terms of service, we risk and 
sacrifice security, privacy and safety 

for small conveniences. If we continue 
to follow these trends, it’s only a matter of time 

before we start sacrificing liberty, individuality, and free 
thought to comfort.

We must tread carefully and not lose sight of the 
downfalls and benefits of convenience, else we might be 
closer to that grim future than we think and end up being 
observers more than controllers of 
our own lives.  ♦

Vietnam, Laos and Singapore. While all celebrate 
it in their own way, all of their celebrations are 

linked by a commonality: family reunions and 
a lot of red—a symbol of good luck in Asian 

cultures. 
ST. LUCIA DAY
This holiday is celebrated in Sweden, 

Norway and Swedish-speaking areas 
around Christmas time in Sweden on 

Dec. 13. The celebration originated 
from stories told by Monks who 
were the first to bring Christianity 

to Sweden. As the story goes, 
St. Lucia was a young Chris-
tian girl who was killed for 
her faith. Many girls dress 
up as “Lucia brides” in 
long white gowns with 
red sashes and a wreath 
of burning candles on 
their heads. They wake 

up their families by singing 
songs and bringing them cof-
fee and twisted saffron buns 
called “Lucia Cats.”  ♦

“To make even better use 
of my time.”

-Ms. Chavarria

Graphics by Sarah Shafaeen, Rose Lu, Mansi Patel, Devonna Dang
Designed by Victor Xie
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How do I survive the holidays?

Dear bare1ysurv1v1ng11,
I suggest you don’t bring up any topics that can possibly trigger 

an arguement. This includes anything to do with marriages/divorces, 
grades, college and most importantly, politics. If you bring up poli-
tics you’re signing a death wish. 

However, if these topics come up, don’t let people walk over 
you. Make your stance and be assertive.  Make it clear that you do 
not want to be bothered. Good luck. :)

Q
A

Should parents tell their kids that Santa isn’t real?

Dear n0nbeliever1225,
Parents shouldn’t have to be the ones to break the news to their 

children that Santa isn’t real. Santa is the persona that embodies what 
the holidays are all about, and he gives kids the motivation to behave 
better as the holidays near. There won’t be any talking back to their 
kind, old grandmother and certainly no fighting with siblings near 
the holidays. Now, I’m not saying that they should pay someone else 
to do their dirty work. As they mature, children’ll be smart enough to 
figure it out on their own. 

Q
A

What are some tips you have to pass my finals?

Dear d1l1g3ntSch0lar,
For starters, don’t cram all your studying to the morning of or 

class before finals. The best thing way to memorize the material is 
to space out all your studying over several weeks, so you absorb the 
material over time.

Try not tp stress yourself out. Although finals are a huge deal, 
you have to take the time to make sure your own health is okay. Stay-
ing up until 4 a.m. studying and then showing up for an 8 a.m. final 
sleep-deprived is not the way to go. If you want to be able to focus 
during the test, make sure that you can at least function. Sleep, eat 
breakfast and take a deep breath. You got this.

Q
A
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Cuddle Up Day Old Rock Day Play God Day Houseplant Apprecia-

tion Day

Step in a 
Puddle and 
Splash Your 
Friends Day

National Pharmacist 
Day

By Rose Lu

Boxing Day

Go Caroling Day

Crossword Puzzle 
Day

Pepper Pot Day

Rebecca Macasaet is a pas-
sionate math teacher who 
loves to teach math to 

students and help improve their 
knowledge.

“This is my 12th year of teach-
ing at PHHS,” says Mrs. Macasaet.

Even though Mrs. Macasaet 
teaches math currently, she has con-
sidered other career options such as 
being a doctor or architect. 

“(Teaching) has been one of 
my choices. I also wanted to be a 
doctor or an architect, but in the 
end, I realized that teaching is the 
kind of work that will make me 
happy,” reminisces Mrs. Macasaet.

According to Mrs. Macasaet, 
she chose to be a math teacher be-
cause helping children is the great-
est reward that she can receive. By 
being a teacher, she is able to teach 
students valuable lessons beyond 
just math which help them in the 
future. 

“The fulfillment and satis-
faction comes from knowing that 
you have done something to help a 
child expand [their] knowledge and 
hopefully improve his/her chances 
to be a contributing member of 
(their) community,” explains Mrs. 
Macasaet.

Aside from teaching math at 
school, she enjoys gardening and 
reading.

“My hobbies are very thera-
peutic for me because they relax me 
and I could just spend hours doing 
them,” says Mrs. Macasaet.

If she had to choose a different 

job, Mrs. Macasaet believes that she 
would be great in a career where she 
can still work with other people. 

“Aside from teaching, I think I 
will be good at doing social work or 
volunteering in the community.  I was 
a Jesuit volunteer after college gradu-
ation and I really enjoyed it,” says 
Mrs. Macasaet.

The experiences she had volun-
teering allowed her to make decisions 
and make her into the person is today.

Mrs. Macasaet also enjoys 
watching TV shows and movies. This 
allows her to get some free time and 
enjoy some time just relaxing and 
watching shows that she loves.

“(My favorite movies are) Love 
Actually and The Notebook.  Also, I 

am a big fan of Game of Thrones. 
Not technically a movie but a TV se-
ries,” says Mrs. Macasaet.

A fun fact about Mrs. Maca-
saet is that she likes to color code 
her work to keep it nice and neat, so 
that she can grade her work more ef-
ficiently. 

“I am very organized, and I like 
to arrange my stuff by color coding 
them. My students notice that about 
me, and they would tease me that I 
have OCD,” says Mrs. Macasaet.

Mrs. Macasaet also sees herself 
in the future still teaching students, 
preparing them for life.

“I see myself still teaching in 
the next ten years,” says Mrs. Ma-
casaet.  ♦

By Terry Tang

Look for an Ever-
green Day

Trivia Day
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What is your New Year’s Resolution?

Dear newyearnewme19,
My New Year’s Resolution is to eat healthier. Lately, I’ve been 

eating a lot of crackers and cheese, and these swole muscles have 
slowly started to disappear. Another one of my resolutions is for my 
newspaper team to get everything done in time, so that there’s less 
stress when it comes to having everything perfect for the readers. 
And finally, I’d like sleep. Sleep is much needed.

Q
A

30
Bacon Day

02
Run up the Flagpole 
And See if Anyone 

Salutes Day
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CHEESE! Mrs. Macasaet smiles after coming to terms with the fact 
that she has hundreds of tests to grade after finals.

TERRY TANG



The wrestling team gears up for 
their first upcoming dual meet 
against Branham High School 

at PHHS on Jan. 3.
“Our dual meet is in early Janu-

ary, BVALs (Bay Vally Athletic Le-
gue) is the first week of February and 
then CCS (Central Coast Section) is 
the second week,” explained Captain 
Aaron Lee.

All dual meets are set to occur 
throughout January.

“And first we weigh in and then 
we wrestle by weight, like lightest to 
heaviest,” said sophomore Eric Bus-
tos.

The wrestling team is being led 
by three coaches this year named 
Coach Bacillio Mefi Monterosso, 
Coach Caleb Espinal and Coach 
Alexis Bustos.

“An alumni is our coach and 
he’s doing a good job mixing in con-

ditioning and techniques,” said Lee, 
in reference to Coach Caleb.

This year the wrestling team 
dropped from A-league to B-league, 
but the wrestling team won’t let that 
deter them.

“In A-league it was pretty hard 
for me, but now I’m on the older side, 
I’m bigger, I’m just more developed 
than the other people and I’ll proba-
bly do better this year,” said Lee.

However, there seem to be some 
concern stemming from the number 
of people on the team.

“It’ll be close. We might have 
some overlap, but out of the consis-
tent people, there are people of the 
same weight, so some of the weight 
classes will have two people in them 
and then they might have to drop 
down or go up,” said Lee about the 
number of players.

Others on the team also seem to 

Wrestling team prepares for dual meet

The Varsity Girls’ Basketball 
team started off the season 
with an overall record of 2-2. 

Meanwhile the JV team has an over-
all record of 3-1.

The first game for Varsity result-
ed in a loss against Lynbrook Vikings 
by 41-36. 

This opening game started off 
with the introduction of new coach 
history teacher John Holly III.

“We got a new coach, so we 
had to change the way we did certain 
things, and we’re still learning how 
to adjust to that,” said shooting guard 
Shayna Tran. 

Due to the constant conflict with 
his job and basketball schedule, for-

mer coach Aaron Buckner had to 
leave. This caused Coach Holly to 
take up the role of being the head 
coach for the team. 

Although the season just start-
ed, the team gives themselves a goal 
and have high hopes of getting into 
CCS (Central Coast Section) division 
through their intense training that 
consisted of drills, shooting, etc. 

“The season is going pretty 
smooth so far, but we obviously still 
have a lot to work on to prepare for 
the rest of the season,” said  S. Tran. 

They expect to become better 
not only as individuals, but as a team 
as the season continues.

Nonetheless, the basketball 

New coach, new season for Girls’ Basketball
By Trisha Trinh

The Girls’ Varsity Soccer team 
started the season by com-
peting in the Fireball Classic 

Tournament held at Fremont High 
School. The JV team finished sixth 
with an overall score of three points. 
Meanwhile the Varisty team finished 
in first place with an overall score of 
ten.

The Varsity team has been hav-
ing a powerful season with three vic-
tories and one tie. JV, on the other 
hand, has been having a challenging 
season with three losses and one vic-
tory.

For the last few games, Varisty 
has been doing relatively well while 
JV has been struggling. In the game 
against Milpitas High, Varisty won 
2-0 while JV lost 2-1.

“In JV, you might get girls that 
have played and girls that just barely 
played in middle school,” explained 
JV Coach Joey Jaramillo.

In Varsity, the team lost ten play-
ers due to graduation, making it a bit 
of a challenge for the team to play. 

“Last year, ten seniors gradu-
ated, so we have an almost brand 
new team. Of those ten seniors, eight 
of them were starters,” said Varsity 
Coach Fred Espinoza.

This season started with a rough 
start due to the rainy weather, causing 
practice to often change. 

“With the rain, we still practiced 

through it, it’s tough, it’s windy, it’s 
cold, but we have to get through it,” 
said Midfielder Maia Quan.

With the Piedmont Hills High 
School turf being closed off, the girls 
have to practice at Independence 
High School late at 8 p.m.

“Practice is kind of the same, 
but is a little harder to get to practice 
and back because it’s further and at 
any time, there could be traffic,” said 
Winger Jasmine Trinh.

Not only did the rainy weath-
er affect the practice, but the bad air 
quality last month restricted outdoor 
practicing.

“With the smoke, we didn’t re-
ally get the opportunity to practice (as 
much). If we did practice, it was in 
the gym,” said Quan.

Despite the tough practice 
schedule, the team is sticking togeth-
er and striving as a team. 

“I am looking forward to build-
ing new friendships with the new 
girls on the team and improving on 
my skills,” said Central Midfielder 
Vanessa Castaneda.

The next game is away at Leigh 
High School on Jan 4.

The Girls’ Soccer season has 
just started, and there is still more to 
come for the rest of the year. Despite 
the challenges, the girls are willing to 
fight as a team and do their best.  ♦

By Mansi Patel
Girls’ Soccer starts with a kick

RUN THE BALL! JV player Leivani Funk (10) faces off her opponent.
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Boys’ Basketball and Boys’ 
Soccer teams started their 
season with current league re-

cords of 5-0 and 2-2. Both teams had 
new head coaches: former Assistant 
Coach Anthony Cuellar for the bas-
ketball team and former Legends FC 
Coach Richie Osborne for the soccer 
team.

Basketball Team’s Former Head 
Coach Pete Simos stepped down be-
cause of conflicting job and basket-

ball schedules. However, the team’s 
goal for the upcoming season re-
mains unchanged with the announce-
ment of their new head coach.

“Our goal is to remain undefeat-
ed through league play and make an-
other run at CCS (Central Coast Sec-
tion),” said shooting guard Brandon 
Lowe.

The soccer team’s new head 
coach, Coach Osborne, trained the 
team with a focus to be more disci-

plined in order to improve from pre-
vious years. 

“(He) brings discipline and mo-
tivation to the team,” said varsity 
player Saranjit Singh.

He worked as a coach at Legends 
FC, a national soccer program and a 
premier location for soccer players in 
Southern California, and also an as-
sistant coach at Canada Community 
College for four years. Since Coach 
Osborne has experience in coaching, 

By Justin Wang

Boys’ Basketball, Boys’ Soccer announces new coaches
By Devonna Dang and Lawrence Pei

team does believe there are challeng-
es along the way. 

For example, they believe that 
their toughest opponent this season 
will be the Oak Grove Eagles. 

“I think our toughest opponent 
this year will be Oak Grove because 
they have a lot of returning players 
and we lost to them last year,” ex-
plained S. Tran. 

However, their game against the 
Eagles will be a month away from 
now on Jan. 17. 

Before then, the Pirates will 
continue to compete against their 
opponents and improve with Coach 
Holly as the season goes on.  ♦

MANSI PATEL

many soccer players believe that he 
can help the team make it into CCS. 
The last time the Boys’ Soccer team 
have played in a CCS Soccer game 
was in 2008.

“I do (believe we can go to CCS) 
as long as everyone works hard on 
and off the field,” said varsity player 
Saranjit Singh.

Coach Cuellar, on the oth-
er hand, was part of the staff in the 
basketball staff for ten years under 
former Head Coach Simos. Coach 
Cuellar believes that he can help the 
basketball team reach CCS.

“I feel like we’re a good group 
and we can do special things if we 
keep working together,” said Coach 
Cuellar.

Coach Osborne’s youth con-
sisted of him playing for Santa Clara 
Sporting, leading to him winning a 
wide array of major titles. He contin-
ued to pursue soccer by playing Divi-
sion I Soccer for UCR (University of 
California Riverside), placing 19th in 
the NSCAA (National Soccer Coach-
es Association of America) college 
rankings. Upon graduating with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in History, he was 
granted an opportunity to play in Eu-
rope with Austrian team, SV Horn.

Coach Cuellar has been training 
the team since conditioning and en-

joys working together with the team.
“(I enjoy) helping the kids be-

come competent and responsible,” 
said Coach Cuellar.

Coach Osborne has been train-
ing the soccer team since the second 
week of November, after condition-
ing. His training is different from the 
team’s last coach. 

“Practices are more tactical be-
cause that’s my approach to the game. 
The purpose is so that the players are 
prepared to play in certain games be-
cause every game is different. Now 
we do fitness every training session 
along with body weight exercises 
to keep (the players) fit,” explained 
Coach Osborne. 

The basketball team’s official 
season started on Nov. 24, and so far 
their performances have improved 
over the course of the month. They 
have been winning all of their games 
so far, and their next game will be 
against Milpitas High School this 
Saturday. They believe they can re-
main undefeated in the league this 
season.

The soccer team had multiple 
losses against their opponents during 
the start of the season, however the 
team remains confident and believes 
they can win their next game which 
will be on Jan. 3.  ♦

be concerned with this.
“It’s just that we need better at-

tendance (and) just more responsibil-
ity,” said Javier Arriaga.

The players who are in the wres-
tling team are determined to be in 
high spirits.

“Since our conditioning is a lot 
earlier than when the season starts, 
we have a good chance at making 
some good players, so I have a good 
feeling about it,” said Arriaga.

With how positive the wrestling 
team is, one has to wonder what keeps 
the hard working students who are in 
the wrestling team stick together.

“I mostly want to get fit. It’s fun 
to be with other people and socialize. 
It’s mostly for something like a sort 
of sense of teamwork. Because that’s 
really what wrestling is, we all put 
our individual effort in to win,” said  
Arriaga.  ♦

GRIND IT! The Boys’ Basketball and Boys’ Soccer are determined to win throughout the entire season.
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On Fri., Nov. 30, students and teachers 
gathered in the main hall to decorate 
Christmas trees together and kick off 

the holiday season.
“Decorating trees kinda just helps every-

one get into holiday spirit and is just a fun way 
to get through finals,” says Club Commissioner 
Megan Dang. 

There are about 25 trees set up, each with 
a specific theme, typically pertaining to the club 
or class themselves. Students were not the only 
ones who set up trees; the teachers and staff had 
a tree too.

This year’s decorating was a success as 
the hallways are certainly looking very festive. 
Walking through the hallways fills students 
with holiday spirit and serves as a reminder that 
Christmas time is near, and finals will be over 
before they know it.

ARK (Acts of Random Kindness) pre-
pared care packages last Saturday at 
the MLK Jr. Library in Downtown San 

Jose. This annual event allows PHHS ARK to 
bond with ARKers from other high schools in 
the Bay Area, while spreading kindness and 
hope to the less fortunate. 

“Participants gather at the Martin Luther 
King Jr. library in Downtown San Jose and split 
into multiple groups to make care packages 
consisting of tissues, socks, snacks, and small 
necessities,” says Publicist Quynh Le. 

The number of packages ARK makes de-
pends on amount of donations ARK receives 
from members. ARK aimed to make at least 
50 care packages. This year ARK exceeded 50 
packages with around 60 packages. 

“We split into large groups and walk all 
over Downtown San Jose and try to give out a 
care package to every homeless person we can 
find. We usually walk for a couple of hours be-
fore the bag are all gone,” states Outreach Co-

“I like seeing the tree out in the hall; 
they’re a lot of fun look at. I wish we had them 
up all year round,” says junior Joey Orzoff.

The Christmas trees were also a part of a 
contest between clubs that participated in deco-
rating. The winner was LEO club, second place 
was Red Cross and third was KEY Club. They 
have priority in choosing club day locations.

The same number of clubs sign up to set 
up a tree each year as there is no set number. 
However, clubs must provide their own trees so 
a club that participates one year typically par-
ticipates every year since they have the materi-
als needed to do so. The clubs were given about 
two to three hours to finish setting up their trees. 

Setup went smoothly this year with no 
problems with any of the trees and everyone 
finishing on time.  ♦

UPCOMING
DATES

December
Clubs deck the hall with Christmas trees
By Katie Tran and Mason Sandoval

ordinator Angela Le.
According to Quynh, all of the homeless 

people were very thankful and many had kind 
words to say. Some even shook hands with the 
ARK members. When all of the ARK members 
finished handing out their care packages, they 

went back to MLK Jr. Library to do a recap on 
their thoughts and experiences. 

“The best part of this event is definitely 
passing each package out and being able to 
see each individual’s reaction. If you’re lucky, 
you’ll even get to hear some stories and life les-
sons,” says Quynh.

Being able to interact with the homeless 
and hear their personal experiences really opens 
one’s eyes. The life lessons often have the com-
mon message of doing the best in life even at 
the hardest moments.

“Holiday Care PARKages is a great way 
to spread happiness to those less fortunate than 
us. People who do not have homes to go to or 
friends and family to spend time with are able to 
be joyful as Christmas nears,” comments Board 
Member Vivian Ha.

The care packages serve as a reminder 
about how something small can make some-
one’s day. No matter how big or small, any ran-
dom act of kindness can go a long way.   ♦

ARK gives back to community with care pARKages 
By Nghi Nguyen

Sculpture class sets up mural up near the lunch lines

PHHS Sculpture class recently put to-
gether their new and fourth mural paint-
ing near the lunch lines as a way of ex-

pressing their artistic skills and spread ing art 
throughout the school. The mural 
was planned by Advance Art and 
Sculpture teacher Noreen Rubay, 
whose goal is to get more art on 
campus and let the school interpret 
them however they want.

“The reason why I like it so 
much is because each individual 
piece is assigned to one student but 
then they have to collaborate with 
the people on either side of them or 
above and below them,” says Ms. 
Rubay. 

The process of the artwork 
happened last year: each student 

By Francisca Pascua

On Wed., Dec. 5 CSF (California Schol-
arship Federation) held their annual 
Christmas carnival at San Antonio 

Elementary during the school day in hopes of 
spreading Christmas spirit to the students. 

“San Antonio Elementary School is lo-
cated in a low-income neighborhood and their 
students may not be able to enjoy the Christmas 
experience. CSF aims to bring them the experi-
ence so they may have the opportunity to (enjoy 
it),” says CSF Publicist Samantha Tran.

The four major activities that were held at 
the Christmas carnival this year were games, 
arts and crafts, snacks and a Santa room that 

By Divya Verma
CSF holds Christmas Carnival at low-income school

were held in separate locations. 
“We had a variety of games like (the) bean 

bag toss and let it snow where kids would race 
while holding cotton balls on a spoon,” explains 
Sophomore Representative Iris Do. 

The arts and crafts room includes activities 
such as making paper plate snow globes, paper 
angels and cotton ball launchers. 

“We will be making ornaments and mini 
snow globes. We also have creative snacks for 
them to make and enjoy,” said Sophomore Rep-
resentative Siobhan Murphy.

The snacks room has Rice Krispie treats 
shaped as reindeers that the children can deco-

rate. The Santa room had Santa and elves, and 
math teacher Kevin Murphy was Santa. The 
children also got to meet the Grinch, played by 
senior Jorryn Amador, who visits the different 
rooms.  

“It’s really heartwarming to know that 
you’re making a kid’s day just by playing bean 
bag games or making paper angles with them,” 
says Samantha. 

The CSF officers encourage people to at-
tend the Christmas Carnival next year because 
it is a great experience where high school stu-
dents have the opportunity to spread Christmas 
cheer to the elementary students.  ♦

12/19-12/21 
Finals 

12/21 
Last day of first 

semester

12/25
Christmas

12/26 
First day of 

Kwanza

12/22-1/6
Holiday Break

12/24 
Christmas Eve

was assigned one section and given a 12x12 
tile. The student was then given a photograph 
to make sketches out of. He or she painted the 
sketch on the tile and made sure that it lined up 

1/1
New Years and the

 Last Day of 
Kwanza

January

SPARKLE! LEO club’s winning tree 
shines brightly.

HELPING HANDS! ARK members prepare 
care packages.

COURTESY OF MINDY QUACH

MASON SANDOVAL

DREW OLAVIANO

STUNNING! The mural painting stands in front of the lunch line.

with the person in their group. 
“It is a group project, but individuals have 

to drive their own piece,” says Ms. Rubay.
The mural depicts of a futuristic city, with 

a foreground and old dilapidated 
houses. There is a main freeway and 
in the background, a tall city looms 
above. The mural is not only sup-
posed to make people mesmerized, 
but is to encourage people to be cu-
rious and perceive the painting their 
own way.

“I had done different kinds of 
murals before. Some based on famous 
artists, which is the next one we are 
going to be putting up. But this one I 
wanted it to be something really pro-
vocative and interesting,” says Ms. 
Rubay.  ♦

1/7
First day of second 

semester

1/11
Winter Rally

1/21
Martin Luther King 

Jr. Day
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